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A Continuation of the fame Subjed. 


Tros Rutulufve fuat, nullo difcrimine habebo, ViRG. 


HAVE in my laft Paper fhewn, from Reafon, Experience and Hiftory, the vai 
| Influence of a College, upon the civil and religious Principles of the Community 
in which it is erected and fupported. I fhall now proceed to offer a few 
Arguments, which I fubmit to the Confideration of my Countrymen, to evince the 
Neceflity and Importance of conftituting eur College upon a Bafis the moft catholic, 


generous and free. 


Iv is in the firft Place obfervable, that unlefs its Conftitution and Government, be 
fuch as will admit Perfons of all proteftant Denominations, upon a perfect Parity as to 
Privileges, it will itfelf be greatly prejudiced, and prove a Nurlery of Animofity, Diffention 
and Diforder. The fincere Men of all Sects, imagine their own Profeffion, on the whole, 
more eligible and fcriptural than any other. It is therefore very natural to fuppofe, they 
will exert themfelves to weaken and diminifh all other Divifions, the better to ftrengthen 
and inlarge their own. ‘To this Caufe muft in a great Meafure be afcribed, that Heat 
and Oppofition, which animate the Breafts of many Men of religious Diftinctions, 
whofe intemperate and mifapplied Zeal, is the only Blemifh that can be thrown upon their 
Characters. Should our College, therefore, unhappily thro’ our own bad Policy, fall 
into the Hands of any one religious Sect in the Province: Should that Sect, which is 
more than probable, eftablith its religion in the College, fhew favour to its votaries, and 
caft Contempt upon others ; ‘tis eafy to forefee, that Chriftians of all other Denominations 
amongft us, inftead of encouraging its Profperity, will, from the fame Principles, rather 
confpire to oppofe and opprefs it. Befides Englifh and Dutch Prefbyterians, which 
perhaps exceed all our other religious Profeffions put together, we have Epiicopalians, 
Anabaptifts, Lutherans, Quakers, and a growing Church of Moravians, all equally 
zealous for their difcriminating Tenets : Which-foever of chefe has the fole Government 
of the College, will kindle the Jealoufy of the Reft, not only againft the Perfuafion fo 
preferred, but the College itielf. Nor can any Thing lefs be expected, than a general 
Difcontent and Tumult ; which, affeéting all Ranks of People, will naturally tend to 
difturb the Tranquility and Peace of the Province. 
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In fuch a State of Things, we muft not expect the Children of any, but of that SeQ@ 
which prevails in the Academy will ever be fent to it: For fhould they, the cftablithed 
Tenets muft either be implicitly received, or a perpetual relivious War neceffarily 
maintained. Inftead of the liberal Arts and Sciences, and fuch Attainments as would 
beft qualify the Students to be ufeful and ornamental to their Country, Party Cavils and 
Difputes about Trifles, will afford Topics of Argumentation to their incredible 
Difadvantage, by a fruitlefs Confumption of Time. Such Gentlemen, therefore, who 
can afford it, will give their Sons an Education abroad, or at fome of the neighbouring 
Academies, where equally imbibing a Zeal for their own Principles, and furnithed with 
the Arts of defending them, an inceffant Oppofition to all others, on their Return, will 
be the unavoidable Confequence. Not to mention, that Youth may become ftrongly 
attached to the Places at which they are educated. At this feafon of Life they receive 
the deepeft Impreffions: And, for the Sake of a Wife or a Friend, and a thoufand 
other Reafons that cannot now be enumerated, a Gentleman may turn his Back upon the 
Place of his Birth, and take up his Refidence where the Morning of Life has been 
agreably pafled. Hence, befides the Expence of fuch Education prejudicial to us, we 
may frequently lofe the Hopes of our Country, lofe perhaps a Man every Way qualified 
to defend its Interefts, and advance its Glory. 


Oruers, and many fuch there may be, who not able to fupport the Expence of an 
Education abroad, but could eafily afford it at Home, thro’ a Spirit of Oppofition to the 
predominant Party, will rather determine to give their Children no Education at all. 
From all which it follows, that a College under the fole Influence of a Party, for want 
of fuitable Encouragement, being but indifferently ftocked with Pupils, will fcarce arrive 
to the Ufefulnefs of a Schola i/luffris, which being inferior to a College is, I hope, much 
fhort of what is intended by Ours. 


ANOTHER Argument againft fo pernicious a Scheme is, that it will be dangerous 
to Society. The extenfive Influence of fuch a Seminary, I have already fhewn in my 
laft Paper. And have we not reafon to fear the worlt Effects of it, where none 
but the Principles of one Perfuafion are taught, and all others depreffed and 
difcountenanced ? Where, inftead of Reafon and Argument, of which the Minds of 
the Youth are not capable, they are early imbued with the Doctrines of a Party, 
inforced by the Authority of a Profeffor’s Chair, and the combining Aids of the 
Prefident, and all the other Officers of the College ? That religious Worfhip fhou'd be 
conftantly maintained there, I am fo far from oppofing, that I ftrongly recommend it, 
and do not believe any fuch Kind of Society, can be kept under a regular and due 
Difcipline without it. But inftructing the Youth in any particular Syftems of Divinity, 
or recommending and eftablifhing any fingle Method of Worfhip or Church Government, 
I am convinced would be both ufelefs and hurtful. Ufelefs, becaufe not one in a 
Hundred of the Pupils is capable of making a juft Examination, and reafonable Choice. 
Hurtful, becaufe receiving Impreffions blindly on Authority, will corrupt their 
Underftandings, and fetter them with Prejudices which may everlaftingly prevent a 


judicious Freedom of Thought, and infeé them all their Lives, with a contracted turn 
of Mind. 


A Parr y-CoLveGg, in lefs than half aCentury, will put a new Face upon the Religion, 
and in Confequence thereof affect the Politics of the Country, Let us fuppofe what may, 
if the College fhould be intirely managed by one Sect, probably be fuppofed. Would 
not 
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not all poffible Care be beftowed in tincturing the Minds of the Students with the 


Doétrines and Sentiments of that Seé& ? Would not the Students of the College, after 


the Courfe of their Education, exclufive of any others, fill all the Offices of the 
Government? Is it not highly reafonable to think, that in the Execution of thot 
Offices, the Spirit of the College would have a moft prevailing Influence, efpecially as 
that Party would perpetually receive new Strength, become more fafhionable and 
numerous ? Can it be imagined that all other Chriftians would continue peaceable under, 
and unenvious of, the Power of that Church which was rifing to fo exalted a Preheminence 
above them? Would they not on the Contrary, like al! other Partics, reflect upon, 
reluct at, and vilify fuch an odious Afcendency ? Wou!d not the Church which had 
that Afcendency be thereby irritated to repeated Aéts of Domination, and ftretch their 
ecclefiaftical Rule to unwarrantable and unreafonable Lengths ? Whatever others may 
in their Lethargy and Supinenefs think of the Project of a Party-College, I am convinced, 
that under the Management of any particular Perfuafion, it will neceffarily prove 
deftruétive to the civil and religious Rights of the People : And fhould any future Houfe 
of Reprefentatives become generally infeéted with the Maxims of the College, nothing 
lefs can be expected than an Eftablifhment of one Denomination above all ethers, who 
may, perhaps, at the good Pleafure of their Superiors, be moft gracioufly favoured with 
a bare Liberty of Confcience, while they faithfully continue their annual Contributions, 


their Tythes and their Peter-Pence. 


. . . ~ - » ‘ > nt a Party 
A Trirp Argument againft fuffering the College to fall into the Hands of a Parry, 
may be deduced from the Detign of its Ereétion, and Support by the Public. 


Tue Legiflature to whom i: owes ts Origin, and under whofe Care the Affair has 
hitherto beab conducted, could never have intended it as an Engine to be exercifed for 
the Purpofes of a Party. Such an Infinuation, would be falfe and ftandabous. 
It would therefore be the Height of Infolence in any to pervert it to fuch — partial 
and little Defigns. No, it was feton Foot, and I hope will be conftituted for general 
Ufe, for the public Benefit, for the Education of all who can afford fuch Education : 
And to fuppofe it intended for any other lefs public-fpirited Ufes, is ungratetully to reflect 
upon all who have hitherto, had any Agency in an Undertaking fo glorious to the 


, dis 
Province, fo neceflary, fo important and beneficial. 


AT prefent, it is but in Embrio, yet the Money hitherto collected is public 
Money; and till it is able to fupport itfelf, the Aids given to it will be public Aids. 
When the Community is taxed, it ought to be for the Defence, pr Emolument « the 
Whole: Can it, therefore, be fuppofed, that all fhell contribute for the Utes, 
the ignominious Ufes of afew ? Nay, what is worfe to that which will be prejudicial, 
to a vaft Majority! Shall the whole Province be made to fupport what will ou ay 
fpread defperate Feuds, Difcontent and ill-Blood thro’ the greateft Part of the Province i 
Shall the Government of the College be delivered out of the Hands of the Public to 
a Party! They who with it, are Enemies to their Country: They who afk it, have, 
befides this Asta Patriotifm, a Degree of Impudence, Arrogance, and Aflurance 


unparallel’d. And all fuch as are aétive in fo iniquitous a Scheme, deferve to be 


ftigmatized with Marks of everlafting Ignominy and Difgrace. Let it, therefore, ever 
sepsis where it is, I mean under the Power of the Legiflature : The Influence, 
whether cood or bad, we fhall all of us feel, and are, therefore, all interefted in it. 


It is, for that Reafon, highly fit, that the People fhould always fhare in the Power 
« ~ 
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to inlarge or reftrain it: That Power they will have by their Repvefentatives in 
Affembly ; and no Man who is a Friend to Liberty, his Country and Religion, will 
ever rejoice to fee it wrefted from them. 


Ir is farther to be remarked, that a public Academy is, or ought to be a mere 
civil Inftitution, and cannot with any tolerable Propriety be monopolized by any religious 
Seét. The Defign of fuch Seminaries, hath been fufficiently fhewn in my laft Paper, to 
be entirely political, and calculated for the Benefit of Society, as a Society, without any 
Intention to teach Religion, which is the Province of the Pulpit : Tho’ it muft, at the 
fame ‘Time, be confefled, that a judicious Choice of our Principles, chiefly depends 
on a free Education. 


AcAInN, the Inftruction of our Youth, is not the only Advantage we ought to propofe 
by our College. If it be properly regulated and conducted, we may expect aconfiderable 
Number of Students from the neighbouring Colonies, which muft, neceflarily, prove 
a great Acceffion to our Wealth and Emolument. For fuch is our Capacity of endowing 
an Academy ; that if it be founded on the Plan ofa general Tolcration, it mutt, 
naturally, eclipfe any other-on the Continent, and draw many Pupils from thofe 
Provinces, the Conftitution of whofe Colleges is partial and contracted: From 
New-England, where the Prefbyterians are the prevailing Party, we fhall, undoubtedly, 
be furnifhed with great Numbers, who, averfe to the Sect in vogue among them, will, 
unqueftionably, prefer the free Conftitution, for which I argue, to that of their Colleges 
in which they cannot enjoy an equal Latitude, not to mention that fuch an Increafe 
by foreign Students, will vaitly augment the Grandeur of our Academy. 


App to all this, that in a new Country as ours, it is inconfiftent with good Policy, 
to give any religious Profeffion the Afcendency over others. ‘The rifing Profperity of 
Pennjfylvania, is the Admiration of the Continent ; and tho’ difagreeing from them, 
I fhould always, for political Reafons, exclude Papifs from the common and 
equal Benefits of Society : Yet, I leave it to the Reflections of my judicious Readers, 
whether the impartial Afpect of their Laws upon all Profeffions, has not, in a great 
Degree, conduced to their vaft Importation of religious Refugees, to their Strength 
and their Riches : And whether a like Liberty among us, to all Proteftants whatfoever, 
without any Marks of Diftinétion, would not be more commendable, advantageous, and 
politic. | 

A 
T Thank Aurelius far bis friendly Advice, and affure him, Ino more dread the Power of the 
Perfons he mentions, than I doubt their, Malice. 

The Letter from Portius, containing a Scheme for endowing the College, is alfo coms 

to Hand, and fhall not fail of being duly honour'd. 








New-Yor« : Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Ofice in Beaver-Street, by whom Letters 
to the Author are carefully delivered. 





